July 23, 2013

bridges, that are either structurally de-
ficient or functionally obsolete; and
we’re not unique in America.

In addition, many of the country’s
water mains and pipes are more than
100 years old. The American Society of
Civil Engineers estimates it will take
$298 billion over the next 20 years to fix
this situation. Otherwise, many Ameri-
cans are going to get wastewater when
they turn on their faucets.

More than 100,000 residents of the Na-
tional Capital region learned this the
hard way just a week ago when, be-
cause of lack of infrastructure, lack of
infrastructure maintenance, they al-
most went without water.

Our choices not to invest in main-
taining the critical infrastructure and
the backbone of our economy is put-
ting America at a competitive dis-
advantage in the next century. The
Panama Canal, for example, its expan-
sion will be completed in 2015, radically
altering global trade capacity through-
out the world. Yet the east coast will
have only four ports capable of receiv-
ing the new post-Panamax ships.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers re-
ports these new ships will make up 62
percent of total container ship capac-
ity in the world by 2030. Right now,
China and Korea not only surpass the
United States in this capacity; they
lead in terms of container traffic as
well. This didn’t happen by accident.
They invested.

Mr. Speaker, there’s no doubt that
leaving our grandchildren with
unsustainable debt is irresponsible. But
what are they to think when they look
back and realize we left them with a
Nation of potholes, contaminated
water, and crumbling bridges?

Our global competitors aren’t wait-
ing around for things to pick up here in
America. They’re actively investing in
infrastructure to gain ground in the
hopes of overtaking us in global com-
petition. The Chinese spend billions on
ports, rail, and highways; and they’re
not alone.

It’s time to turn our attention back
to the seemingly unglamorous, but
critical, business of fixing America’s
infrastructure—our roads, our ports,
our airports, our bridges and our water
systems—to ensure for future genera-
tions America stays strong.

———————

THE SITUATION IN AFGHANISTAN
TODAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. KINZINGER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, this is a very important issue
that, unfortunately, hasn’t gotten as
much attention lately as it should.

I'm a veteran of Iraq and Afghani-
stan, spent most of my time in Iraq;
but I remember I was in a nation out-
side of Afghanistan getting ready to fly
an airplane one day, this was back in
the mid-2000s, and, Mr. Speaker, the
majority leader from the other Cham-
ber basically got on television and said,
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the war in Iraq is lost. He said, it’s
lost, it’s domne, it’s over. I remember
that because I was on a treadmill get-
ting ready to go fly a mission into Af-
ghanistan when I heard that.

The interesting thing about that is, I
guarantee you, our enemy in Iraq prob-
ably cheered loudly at the moment
they saw the majority leader from the
Senate say those words.

We know that something very coura-
geous happened. The President of the
United States at the time said, not
only is the war not lost, we’re sending
more troops and we’re going to win
this thing, and we did. We saw the
enemy realize that America could
never be defeated on the battlefield, it
could only be defeated by its will, and
President Bush sent a very strong and
loud message that America’s will will
not be defeated.

This is a situation we face in Afghan-
istan today. Look, as a Member of Con-
gress, as a politician, the easiest thing
for me to do is to stand up here and say
the war in Afghanistan is lost and we
need to just go home.

And I tell you, you look at the poll-
ing, and with the lack of a President
leading this country on the public
opinion side of what we’re doing in Af-
ghanistan, I'd probably get a lot of peo-
ple sending Facebook messages and
emails saying, go get ’em; it’s time to
leave Afghanistan.

But you know what? If I did that, I
wouldn’t be able to look at myself in
the mirror and say that I did the right
thing, because the right thing is gen-
erations of people that have lived
under oppression and have lived for
yvears under the Taliban regime. They
stood up. They kicked the Taliban out
of their nation, and they’ve looked at
the United States and said, it took you
decades at your inception to get your
democracy right. Help us get our de-
mocracy right.

What’s at stake here?

I look over here at this picture, and
I see a couple of things. I see, number
one, a girl by the name of Bibi; and if
you could look closely at that picture,
you would see that she does not have a
nose or ears. They were actually cut off
by the Taliban. They were cut off by
swift justice because somebody in her
family committed a crime, sold her
into marriage at the age of 14 years
old.

And at 15 years old she left her abu-
sive husband, went to her uncle’s
house, who turned his back on her, and
eventually she was captured and appre-
hended by the Taliban, as they forced
her family to cut her nose and ears off
as justice for running away from a ter-
rible situation.

She eventually escaped and went to
an American forward operating base
and was saved. And then you see in this
other picture, as she lives in the United
States, she has a prosthetic nose today
and is living as close to a normal life as
possible, despite the trauma that she
suffered.

On the bottom down here, you’ll see
a number of girls in school right now,
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learning and being educated. You
know, before we went into Afghani-
stan, there was something like 800,000
people in school. Today it’s over 6 mil-
lion.

In fact, did you know that 60 percent
of the Afghan population is under the
age of 20?7

And there’s this movement in Af-
ghanistan called the Civil Society in
which they stand up and say it’s time
for freedom and it’s time to take our
country back.

Are you also aware, Mr. Speaker,
that every province is now under con-
trol of Afghanistan, and the United
States has reverted to a training mis-
sion and a counterterrorism mission.
These are all huge victories for the Af-
ghan people that we ought to be cele-
brating.

But, instead, I wake up the other day
and I look in the paper, and the Presi-
dent of the United States, the leader of
the free world, is saying we are explor-
ing an option after 2014 to take all
troops out of Afghanistan.

Now, let me ask you a question: Do
you think that made the Taliban
frightened, or do you think they
cheered when they saw the President of
the United States say, I'm considering
all troops gone after 2014?

The whole year of 2014 was pulled out
of the hat for political reasons. When
you say that we’re surging in Afghani-
stan, but as the last troop goes in, the
first troop’s coming out from the
surge, it’s not very effective.

You know, the Taliban have a saying,
actually, that says, America may have
the watches, but we have the time.

Ladies and gentlemen, Mr. Speaker,
we are on the verge of a clear victory
in Afghanistan for the Afghan people.
The biggest mistake we can make
today is to let politics come into play
and to withdraw and leave zero troops
after 2014. In 50 years, history will
judge us for that.

SUPPORT GLASS-STEAGALL AND A
RETURN TO A SOUND BANKING
SYSTEM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, in 1999,
Congress, sadly, repealed the Glass-
Steagall Act. That law had protected
our Nation for over seven decades
against wild speculation by Wall Street
investment houses and financial gi-
ants.

When the floodgates were removed
between prudent banking and specula-
tive abandon, again, Wall Street gam-
bled with the money of the American
consumers. Look where it took us, into
the worst recession since the Great De-
pression, into a world where we’ve had
the largest transfer in American his-
tory of wealth from Main Street to
Wall Street; and the flood continues.

Now, your savings deposits and cer-
tificates of deposits earn almost no in-
terest. Guess who’s making money off
your money?
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